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Responses to Comments from the Vallejo Sanitation and Flood Control District 

18-1. The commenter’s concern regarding the effects of the proposed GO and the agency’s land
application program are noted.

18-2. This comment provides information on the District’s biosolids land application program.
No response is required.

18-3. The commenter’s opinion regarding the need for regional enforcement of biosolids land
application (since the commenter’s project is already locally regulated and must conform
to EPA’s Part 503 regulations) is noted.  Land application of biosolids is regulated by
Part 503 regulations.  However, in California, no single state agency regulates the land
application of biosolids.  On September 12, 1997 the Superior Court judge ordered the
SWRCB to prepare a statewide EIR for land application of biosolids.  Please also refer to
Response to Comment 18-4.

This proposed GO is not intended to regulate every biosolids application site in the  state.
The need for a waste discharge requirement is assessed on a case-by-case basis and
determined by the RWQCBs.  Undoubtably, some sites will be permitted using the GO
waste discharge requirements.  Others will continue with site-specific waste discharge
requirements  or will be regulated by the local enforcement authority without a state waste
discharge requirement  being issued.

While Part 503 regulations address many factors necessary for human, plant and animal
health, it does not necessarily address all issues.  Unaddressed matters include
transportation, storage, wind, animal feed grazing, and nuisance issues.  Also see Master
Response 2.

18-4. The level of regulation afforded by the proposed GO goes beyond what is occurring at the
federal level.  Although Part 503 regulations is the baseline for the proposed GO, the State
is taking a more cautious approach to ensure that adequate protection of its resources will
be achieved.  Such steps require that the State be able to fund oversight activities and
ensure compliance.  The costs of those activities should be borne by the land application
proponents, not by the entire population of California.  Annual fees serve that purpose.

18-5. Section 13274 of the California Water Code requires the SWRCB or RWQCB, in issuing
general waste discharge requirements, to “include provisions to mitigate significant
environmental impacts, potential soil erosion, odors, the degradation of surface water
quality or fish or wildlife habitat, the accidental release of hazardous substances, and any
potential hazard to the public health or safety.”  Biosolids blowing from vehicles during
transportation may adversely affect the public’s health.  As such, it is within the scope of
this project.



California State Water Resources Control Board June 30, 2000
General Waste Discharge Requirements for Chapter 3.  Comments and
Biosolids Land Application Responses to Comments
Final Statewide Program EIR 3-43

18-6. The proposed GO does not require that the discharger apply biosolids continuously or in
wet weather.  The order requires that biosolids not be stored at application sites for more
than 7 days, unless the discharger has been issued separate general waste discharge
requirements or a waiver for the storage operation.  It is understood that, in most cases,
biosolids require storage at some location.  However, to avoid nuisance conditions, that
location should not be the application site unless the above requirements are met.

18-7. Covering short-term storage facilities does more than halt leaching of nutrients from
biosolids designated for use, although it does minimize runoff from piles and any potential
leaching.  Because covering the piles also minimizes dust, covers are now required for
biosolids piles placed onsite for more than 24 hours, to address air quality issues.  The  text
of the proposed GO, as found in Biosolids Storage and Transportation Specifications No. 6
of Appendix A, has been added to read: 

Biosolids placed onsite for more than 24 hours shall be covered.

18-8. Degradation of groundwater at sites in compliance with the proposed GO is not anticipated.
However, groundwater in close proximity to the ground surface does have a higher chance
of being affected than sites without such conditions.  For that reason, groundwater
monitoring is required for sites where biosolids operations are proposed for multiple
applications (see Master Response 15).  Such monitoring is intended to ensure application
of biosolids at the agronomic rate.
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